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Program Overview

The Advance Albany County Alliance (AACA), in partnership with Albany County, is pleased
to announce the 2026 Albany County Arts & Culture Grant Program.

This program is intended to support projects, programs, and initiatives that contribute to the
artistic, cultural, and economic vitality of Albany County. Funding is designed to strengthen
Albany County’s creative sector through investments in arts and cultural programming that
demonstrate meaningful community impact.

The 2026 funding round reflects a more limited funding allocation than prior years. As such, the
Advisory Council intends to prioritize projects that demonstrate strong community impact

relative to the amount requested, while preserving access to funding opportunities for smaller
organizations and community-based initiatives.

Funding Availability

A total of approximately $150,000 is anticipated to be available for this funding round, subject to
final county budget authorization.

Anticipated Award Range
e Maximum Award Request: $15,000
The Advisory Council reserves the right to:
e Award partial funding

e Decline funding requests
e Adjust award amounts based on available funding and program priorities

Eligible Applicants

Eligible applicants include:

e Nonprofit arts and cultural organizations

e Individual artists and creators

e Community-based arts organizations

o Artist collectives with fiscal sponsorship

e Other organizations whose projects directly contribute to Albany County’s artistic and
cultural landscape

Organizations must:

e Be based in Albany County and



e Serve Albany County residents and/or conduct programming within Albany County and
e Be in good standing with all prior AACA grant reporting requirements and
o Demonstrate organizational and financial capacity to complete the proposed project

The following are not eligible:

o Projects primarily focused on organizational startup or formation costs
e Political or religious activities
e Projects completed prior to award announcement

Eligible Projects & Activities

Projects should demonstrate clear artistic, cultural, community, or economic benefit to Albany
County.

Examples of eligible activities may include:

e Public arts programming

e Cultural festivals and performances

o Exhibitions and installations

o Community arts engagement initiatives

e Arts education programs outside of traditional school curriculum
e Creative placemaking initiatives

e One-time special cultural projects or events

Projects will be evaluated based on:

o Community impact

e Public accessibility and engagement

e Alignment with program goals

o Feasibility and organizational capacity
o Impact relative to amount requested

Ineligible Expenses

Grant funds may not be used for:

o General organizational overhead or administrative expenses unrelated to the project
e Debt reduction or deficit financing

e Political advocacy activities

e (Capital campaigns

o Reimbursement for expenses incurred prior to award execution

o Expenses unrelated to the approved scope of work



All awarded funds must contribute directly to the approved project.

Application Requirements

Applications must include:

1. Completed application form
2. Project narrative describing:

o Project goals

o Proposed activities

o Community impact

- Estimate of how many people will be served

o Timeline
Project budget
Organizational background
IRS determination letter or proof of nonprofit/fiscal sponsorship status (if applicable)
Any supplemental materials requested by AACA
Funding Contingency Plan (Please describe how your project would be affected if you do
not receive your full funding request)
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Incomplete applications may not be considered.

Review Process

Applications will be reviewed by the Albany County Arts & Culture Grant Advisory Council.
The Advisory Council will make funding recommendations based on:

Alignment with program goals

Community impact

Feasibility

Equity of distribution across organizations and communities
Responsible use of public funds

Final award decisions are subject to approval by the Advance Albany County Alliance Board and
Albany County.



Funding Timeline

Anticipated Timeline

RFP Released: 8/3/2026

Application Deadline: 8/31/2026 4:00pm
Advisory Council Review: 9/8/2026
Award Announcements: 9/15/2026
Funding Disbursement: 10/1/2026

Timeline subject to change based on county budget authorization.

Reporting Requirements

Award recipients will be required to enter into a funding agreement with the Advance Albany
County Alliance.

Interim Reporting

Recipients must submit an interim progress report midway through the project period. Interim
reports should include:

Summary of activities completed to date
Progress toward project goals

General summary of use of funds

Community engagement or attendance updates
Any anticipated changes, delays, or challenges

Final Reporting
Recipients must submit a final report within thirty (30) days of project completion.
Final reports should include:

Summary of completed project activities

Outcomes and community impact

Final use of funds summary

Attendance, participation, or engagement data (if applicable)

Photographs, promotional materials, or supporting documentation (if available)

Failure to comply with reporting requirements may impact eligibility for future funding
opportunities.



Acknowledgment Requirements

Recipients must acknowledge support from the Albany County Arts & Culture Grant Program in
promotional materials where appropriate.

For any public events, performances, exhibitions, or programs supported through grant funding,
recipients are expected to extend an invitation to members of the Advisory Council and/or the
Albany County Executive’s Office.

Suggested acknowledgment language:

“This project is supported by the Albany County Arts & Culture Grant Program through the
Advance Albany County Alliance.”

Logo files and branding materials will be provided upon request.

Submission Information

Applications must be submitted electronically via email to
ArtsAndCulture@advancealbanycounty.com with the subject line:

"2026 Arts & Culture Grant Application — [Organization Name]"

Applications should be submitted as a single PDF whenever possible and must include all
required application materials outlined in this RFP.

Applicants will receive an email confirmation upon receipt of their submission.

The Advance Albany County Alliance reserves the right to amend, modify, suspend, or terminate
this funding opportunity at any time.
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